SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2016 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, July 12, 2016, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Daryl Farrera followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernie Drake III, Daryl Ferrara and William Joubert 
Commissioners  Absent:  Cheryl Brumfield, James Daniels II and Lucas Watkins

Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Bryan McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times  and Don Ellzey, Hammond Daily Star
All visitors were welcomed.
Commissioner Joubert asked that the Commission amend its Agenda to include an item under

New Business ( Item 2. Charter Update – a )Resolution ) prior to the 2015 Audit Review.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission amend its agenda to include Item. 2 under New Business. Motion passed, Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins.

President Boihem asked for a motion to approve the Amended July 12, 2016 Agenda.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission adopt the July 12, 2016 Agenda as amended. Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels II and Watkins.

Approval of Minutes:
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, for the meeting held on June 14, 2016.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Commissioner Joubert presented the financials for the month ending June 30, 2016. Reporting, from page two, of the June 2016 on the Income Statement, the Actuarial  total Revenues was $ 822,527.01 and the total expenses were $ 919,002.01 leaving a negative net income of $ 96,475.00 .  On the Balance Sheet Report the Total Current Assets were $510,397.10 and Total Current Liabilities were $60,363.35. Hearing no additions or deletions a motion for approval was requested.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission accept/approve the June 30, 2016 financials, as presented, by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (322)
Patrick Dufresne, port director, gave an update on the status of the Bulkhead Project- Phase I under the Port Construction and Development Priority Program for Port Improvements. He reported on the following matters: completion of project, Operation Manual, DOTD standard procedures on activities, shoreline protections, debris removal, invoice for retainage fee, discuss Phase II with engineer, storm surge protection and building expansion tied in with Financial Planning & Control project. Another report will be given at the next meeting to keep the Commission informed as port improvements progress.
2.  Prospective Tenant (s) Update 
The port continues to receive inquiries from companies requesting railcar-storage due to the slow economy. The port director will also be meeting on Wednesday with a potential client who is interested in temporary warehouse storage and will keep the Commission posted on the results of meeting. In addition, he is contemplating adding additional track for storage at the port site, in the future as part of the Financial Planning and Control Rail Funding Program request.
3. Invoice Payment Approval 

Commissioner Joubert presented for the Commissioners review and payment approval the following July, 2016  Invoices. 
a) Jackson-Vaughan Agency, Inc. ( Inv. 114932) Renewal Policy 2016/2017 ½ payment- Amt. $ 23,069.93

b) URS/AECOM –Proj. No:  6038009   Payment No. 4   (Generator) - Task No. 7) Inv.37763739   

    Amt.  $1,995.00   Service Rendered Through   May 14, 2016 – June 10, 2016

c)  Pinell & Martinez, LLC –Audit year ended 12/31/15   Invoice # 0912 Amt. $4,500

d)  CN/-Illinois Central Rent RR/Crossing Inv.# 9500162258 Amt. $3,000.00

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission approve payment on the July invoices as presented by Commissioner Joubert. Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins
4. Federal Appropriations- Bulkhead Renovations Project
     A) Resolution

The port director gave an update reporting that an engineering design for Project No. B-10-SP-LA-0320 regarding the Bulkhead Renovations relative to the Bulkhead decking and lighting was necessary prior to moving forward with the Federal Appropriations funding project. 
A resolution was introduced by Secretary Drake III in regards to seeking engineering services for the project. 
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission authorizes Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to approve engineering design services by Tom E. Pittman P.E., Consulting Engineer, 18080 Brandon Dr., Hammond, LA 70401 and that services rendered shall not exceed $1,500 for the Port Manchac Federal Appropriations Bulkhead Renovations Project B-10--SP-LA-0320.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins
New Business:

1. Financial Planning & Capital Outlay Construction Project
    A ) Resolution
The port director provided an update pertaining to the Financial Planning & Capital Outlay Construction Project discussing the following matters: received Capital Outlay Funding, additional track construction, design phase, Building No. 3 expansion, pile, site foundation, modify/clarification of language in agreement, mobilization of equipment, cost benefits, relocate truck scale, spacing for pipe line, engineering services for design/installation of  track and authorization to move forward with project.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commission Ferrara that the Commission authorizes its Director, Patrick Dufresne to execute the proposal from North Mississippi Rail Services, for Consulting and Coordination services related to the rail track construction project. The new rail track installation will be part of the Facility Planning and Construction Project (FP&C Project No. 36-P33-12-01) State of LA Capital Outlay Funding Program. The total price for project services shall not exceed $1,850. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins
2. House Bill 244 Update
A resolution was requested by Patrick Dufresne, Port Director that the Commission amend the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission’s Charter to include the recently passed House Bill No. 244 (Act No. 431) that was approved in the 2016 Regular Session with the assistance of Representative Pugh to extend the term limits for the STPPC Commissioners. 
Secretary/Commissioner Ernie Drake III introduced the following resolution regarding House Bill No. 244.

It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara, seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission amend its Charter in reference to Chapter 18,RS 34:1951, Acts 2003, No. 889-l, Section “D”, reverting the Charter item back to its original Provision as approved in the 2016 Regular Session of Louisiana Legislature- House Bill 244-(Act No. 431). This bill will allow Commissioner’s to serve three (3) full six (6) year terms. Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins
3) 2015 Audit Review
Randy Martinez, CPA, with Pinell & Martinez, LLC, distributed copies of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission’s Audit for fiscal year ending December 31, 2015 for the Commissioners’ review and discussion. The report represented the disclosure requirements to ensure that evaluation in the calculations resulting on the total value of assets, liabilities and funding requirements for the Port Commission in defining the benefit health/retirement plan for its two employees as of December 31, 2015 which are included in future budget calculations. The audit was conducted in accordance with standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, for Accounting issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accounts established by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board GSAB).
In closing, Mr. Martinez disclosed/reported that the Commission had another good audit under the Government Audit Standards and that there were no instances of noncompliance or other matters 

in his findings.

It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission accept the 2015 Audit Reported as presented by Randy Martinez, CPA. Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert. Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins
Remarks: 
Port Director, Patrick Dufresne, and President Boihem thanked everyone for their attendance at the meeting. 

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: Boihem, Drake III, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0 Absent: 3 Brumfield, Daniels and Watkins
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 pm.
____________________________________

Ernest Drake III, Secretary STPPC
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